Who will provide financial support? Without budgets that reflect the realities of expensive northern research, researchers must stay close to their home institutions-and that is what they did in the 1980s and 1990s. During this time, Canada lost its leadership as a northern research nation to other circumpolar countries and especially to the United States, where recent Arctic research budgets of federal agencies were $242, 240, and 233 million for the fiscal years 2000, 2001, and 2002 (Arctic Research of the United States 15:69-71). Now, with the vision of an economic boom in the North, governments are promoting research through financial partnerships with industry and universities. Does industry now force the research agenda? How can northern research data be gathered and interpreted objectively? Who owns the data, our society or the industrial financial supporter?
To the world, Canada is defined as a northern nation. Yet, since those who view themselves as Northerners are only a small portion of our population, we need to continuously educate Canadian citizens about the North and the northern people. This process can be affected by incorporating up-to-date research information in the curricula at all education levels and at an increasing rate. It is my hope that we can rebuild the lost research generation through more north-south exchanges for many groups in Canadian society. For potential researchers, small numbers of our citizens can be sensitized through field studies where young researchers and leaders are involved. More individuals can be exposed to northern issues through workshops and web-based servers.
I believe we need more northern research endowments in Canada. I think back to the 1970s, when the wastage of funds was well recognized. If only a few percentages of the expenditures during that decade had been captured in endowment funds, we could have supported research in perpetuity. I believe we need more research and think-tank nongovernmental organizations in Canada, and I believe these are increasingly important as the role of government changes from watchdog to stimulator of industry.
There is also a need to reinterpret the 1970s information and to convert it into more usable forms. Much of this information was collected and stored in libraries and databases as private and public research collections were consolidated in the 1980s and 1990s. Major Canadian library databases include the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs Library (INAC database with 66 400 records), the University of Alberta Canadian Circumpolar Library (BOREAL database with 59 000 records), the Arctic Institute of North America of the University of Calgary (ASTIS database with 50 000 records), and C-CORE (with 34 300 records). Stored in these libraries are hard-copy reports of such programs as the Arctic Gas project and the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry. The largest international and multidisciplinary digital database (almost one million records) is the Arctic and Antarctic Regions bibliography of the National Information Services Corporation (NISC), which includes the holdings of about 12 institutions, including those listed above. We must not forget that these resources are now much more accessible than they were in the 1970s.
Finally, there is a need to capture the experience of many northern and southern people involved in the petroleum industry and many other activities in the 1970s and 1980s. These include community members, industry personnel, and government and university researchers. Many are still available for consultation, and the knowledge they hold goes well beyond their library reports. We need to find ways to bring these people together in think tanks for the benefit of all Canadians-and especially all Northerners.
